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Coming to STG in 2009
Trilogy of One Act Plays

Directors: Kay Halford, Andrew Hermann, Paul Marshall
Season: 30 January - 7 February

Our 2009 Season opens with a trilogy of One Act Plays. Last Tango in Little Grimley, by David 
Tristram is a play about a theatre company with big ideas and very little to back it up - comedy 
at its best.  The Fear, by Mal Anderson, will ‘grip’ you from start to finish.  The third play is 
called Post-its (Notes on a Marriage) by Paul Dooley and Winnie Holzman.  This delightful, clev-
erly written story, spans a couple’s lifetime written on post-it notes.

Bookings open at 10:00 AM, Saturday 10 January 2009

The One Day of the Year

by Alan Seymour
Director: Colin Robinson
Season: 27 February - 14 March

This is an Australian play, Seymour’s best known, centred around Anzac Day.  It questions old 
values as seen by the younger and older generations.  In the play, Anzac Day is critiqued by the 
central character, Hughie, as a day of drunken debauchery by returned soldiers and as a day 
when questions of what it means to be loyal to a Nation or Empire must be raised.

Bookings open at 10:00 AM, Saturday 31 January 2009

S.T.G.
Sunnybank Theatre

Group Inc.



Directors’ Notes
This production is based on an original pantomime which I was taken to see in London when I was 
about 13 (I’m not sharing how many years ago that was, but consider it a long time!!) and, probably, 
my introduction to theatre.  John Crocker has brought many children’s stories to the stage in 
pantomime form - Mother Goose, Humpty Dumpty, Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, and Dick 
Whittington, to name but a few and they have all been enjoyed by their audiences. The gags haven’t 
changed, neither has the way they are delivered which, after all these years, must mean something.

During this production of Aladdin you will see the ballet, the opera, the music hall and the realms 
of folk-lore and fairy tale.  You will see present being embraced within the past, where people are 
hit but not hurt, where authority is constantly flouted, where fun is poked at everything including 
pantomime itself and, above all, where magic abounds and dreams invariably come true.

Pam Cooper
Director, Chair of STG Artistic Committee

Some of the characters you will meet are, of course, Aladdin; Widow Twankey, his mother who 
isn’t about to let him out of her sight because he is “bound to get into trouble”; Wishee Washee, 
Twankey’s laundry boy who has a very affectionate Panda by the name of Typhoo; the Emperor 
and Empress, a very regal couple indeed even if they are a little, shall we say “odd”; Princess 
Baldroubadour, their beautiful daughter; Ping and Pong, the trusty police force (of two) who try, 
not very successfully, to keep order around the empire and finally the wicked Abanazar who will 
stop at nothing to carry out his evil ways.

Pantomime is not just for the young but also for the young at heart and we hope you will enjoy 
following Aladdin throughout his adventures to find his dream.

Lesley Davis
Director



During the 20 minute intermission our fully licenced bar offers a range of alcoholic 
beverages, ice-creams, chocolates, soft drinks, tea and coffee.

Free ice-blocks for children aged 14 years and under.

Our bar will remain open after the show. Please enjoy a drink with the cast and crew.

Synopsis
Our story is set in Pekin City and/or a fantasy land

Act 1
 Scene 01   The Market Place, Pekin
 Scene 02   In the middle of  nowhere
 Scene 03   Widow Twankey’s laundry
 Scene 04   Outside the laundry
 Scene 05   On the way to the cave
 Scene 06   The magic cave of jewels

Act 2
 Scene 07  Widow Twankey’s launderette
 Scene 08   The Emperor’s audience chamber
 Scene 09   Abanazar’s den
 Scene 10   Aladdin’s palace
 Scene 11   Outside the palace
 Scene 12  The palace, Africa
 Scene 13  Aladdin’s wedding banquet



Directors
Pam Cooper

As an STG member for more than 20 years, Pam has directed, appeared 
in and been involved in many productions. Our regular theatre patrons 
will remember such hilarious plays, under her direction, as Move Over 
Mrs Markham, Key For Two, Not Now Darling and more recently Caught In 
The Net (all by Ray Cooney) and, on the more serious side, Dial ‘M’ For 
Murder, Beyond Reasonable Doubt, Witness For The Prosecution and House 
Guest. She has also been privileged to have worked with Brad Rush on 
Nunsense and Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Aladdin is her 
fourth panto which she is sure will be enjoyed by everyone.

Lesley Davis

Lesley has been treading the boards since age 6 and has had a very 
diverse career in theatre. She has been with STG for the past 19 years 
and has played some quite challenging lead roles in Witness For The 
Prosecution, Desperate Hours, Dial ‘M’ For Murder, House Guest and, on 
a lighter side, many, many comedies, including her recent performances as Sister Amnesia in Nunsense 
and Mary in Caught in the Net the hilarious sequel to Run For Your Wife in which she played the same 
role. Although her passion takes place on the boards, Lesley has also directed very successfully and Pam is 
delighted to have her alongside for this production.

Our grateful thanks are extended to the following people:
Brad Rush for giving his time to so many of our rehearsals and availing the cast of his expertise as a professional 
in the entertainment world. 

Carleen Steele who has given tirelessly of her time in recording all the music for this production. 

Deirdre Robinson a long standing member of this theatre who stepped in at the last minute to perform 
miracles with the choreography.

Rob de Hennin – who, after popping in for a couple of measurements, went home built and brought back 
some fantastic workable props within hours.

Caroline de Hennin and Ian Platell – who have spent every spare minute all over Brisbane collecting props 
and the ‘finer/decorative’ items for costume and stage.



Ping  Genevieve Suthers

Genevieve has always been interested in the theatre. She 
has been involved with Fame talent agency, Film and 
Television Studio International and the Arts program at 
school where she is a Grade 10 student. She has played 
roles in productions such as A Midsummer Nights Dream, 
Godspell, Mountain Giants, 
Red Hot and Cole, Sparkleshark 
and Survivor. She wishes to 
continue in theatre in the 
future and hopefully pursue a 
career in performance.

Pong 
 Sam Crawshaw

A Grade 9 student at one of 
our local schools, Sam takes 
Drama as a subject, enjoys 
all types of music and is a 
member of three choirs at 
school.  He had lead roles 
in the school productions of 
Sparkleshark and Godspell and 
performed in the school’s 
Performing Arts Gala at the 
historic Princess Theatre. This 
year Sam joined us at STG for 
our production of On Golden 
Pond in which he played the 
role of Billy and has just 
finished a run with Savoyards, 
where he played Charlie Bates 
in their production of Oliver!  Sam is very excited about 
being part of this production and sees it as a wonderful 
opportunity to continue learning from experienced actors. 
 

Aladdin Toby Dawson

Toby is no stranger to the theatre, starting at the Sunshine 
Coast in musical theatre at age 4 years. He has since worked 
his way up from the chorus in The king and I, to Samuel 
in Pirates of Penzance. Since arriving in Brisbane Toby has 
performed with QMT,  Ignatians and of course the theatre 

he considers home, STG. A 
couple of roles he has been 
lucky to play in Brisbane are 
Grosvenor in Patience, the 
country singing Gad in Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, and of course Rollo 
in the last STG pantomime 
Puss in Boots. Even though 
musical theatre is Toby’s 
comfort zone he has branched 
out into acting the latest being 
his most challenging role as a 
crazy philosophical youth in 
The New Quixote.

Typhoo 
 Samantha Cable

Samantha is a Grade 10 
student who loves drama 
but only started pursuing it 
in Grade 9 when the yearly 
college performance enticed 
her into acting.  Since then she 
has appeared in many school 
productions including A 

Midsummer Nights Dream, Sparkelshark, Godspell and recently 
in PEITA, which is an extension school drama production 
called The Mountain Giants.  I think Typhoo will be the most 
animated panda this director could ever have asked for! 



 

Wishee Washee 
Ashley Worsman
 
Ashley has been a member of STG for almost 9 years 
working on stage and behind the scenes.  He sees his 
biggest achievement as the sets and lighting for last year’s 
production of Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
which had many positive 
comments from our patrons 
and in which he also performed 
as one of the brothers. When 
not in the theatre Ashley loves 
his work as a Lifestyle Carer 
for people with disabilities and 
behaviors of concern.  Apart 
from being set and lighting 
designer for this production he 
is also playing Wishee Washee 
and hopes you enjoy being 
transported into China for 
a tale of Aladdin you may not 
have heard before.
 

Emperor of China 
Ian Platell

Ian first appeared on our stage 
as Bernard in Seasons Greetings 
followed by several “character” 
and chorus roles.  When not on 
stage, he is still often involved 
in costuming, set construction 
and ‘those props you can never find in a general store’.  He 
is also fantastic at covering the same couch to make it look 
brand new!  It’s great to have Ian back on stage again.

 

Empress of China 
Caroline de Hennin

Four years have passed since Caroline first took to the STG 
stage as a member of the chorus in the much-loved Puss in 
Boots.  In Play On! she entertained you as the loveable Violet 

and her alter-ego, Diana.  
She has also made cameo 
appearances as the roller-
skating, habit-wearing 
stage manger in Nunsense 
and the evil seductress, 
Mrs Potiphar, in Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat.  Caroline 
enjoys the physicality of 
pantomime and hopes 
the audience members 
delight in interacting with 
her Empress in Aladdin. 

Widow 
Twankey  
Chris Guyler

Chris has been involved 
in theatre for around 50 
years, hardly surprising 
with both parents in ‘show 
business’!  60 productions 
later he has covered 
absolutely everything from 
comedy to thriller, court 

room drama to dame and throw in a bit of vaudeville – 
there is no role he hasn’t grasped and excelled at.  Chris is 
also a seasoned director so has experience of both sides of 
the stage.  We are fortunate to have Chris as a long standing 
member of STG and the directors are  delighted that he is a 
part of this production.



Princess Baldroubadour 
Bethany Conwell

Bethany studies Music and 
Drama at school and has been 
singing for longer than she can 
remember! Her recent credits 
include Louisa in The Sound 
Of Music (Savoyards) and 
The Wiz (Loreto/Villanova). 
Bethany is absolutely thrilled 
to be playing Princess 
Baldroubador in this 
production and wishes to 
thank all cast and crew for the 
truly wonderful experience!

Slave of the Lamp  
Cristalla Pippos

Cristalla is a year 9 student with a passion for 
music and performing which she commenced 
at the age of 3.  She is studying to be an opera 
singer and is vocally trained at The Young 
Conservatorium of Music.  She also plays the 
piano and loves to write her own songs.  Her 
aim in life is to perform in ppera in Australia 
and overseas and to open her own music 
Academy as a Professor of Music.

Abanazar  
Patrick Tiernan

Having appeared in the last 
12 months as an evil priest 
in the Beenleigh Theatre 
Group’s Rock Opera Jesus 
Christ Superstar and as a 
politician in STGs musical 
Call Me Madam, Patrick 
is now looking forward 
to playing the evil wizard 
Abanazar in this production 
of the timeless pantomime 
Aladdin.  So we hope you 
will give him all the boos and 
jeers he deserves.

Slave of the Ring  
Katherine Pullos

Katherine is a year 6 student who loves to 
entertain.  Her experience includes Kate 
Miller-heidke’s Make it Last music video, Adam 
Harvey’s Someone Else’s Dream video clip and 
Polaroid’s of Androids short film with director 
Nikki Lake.  She is also a Fame student and 
enjoys the dance/singing productions at the 
end of each term.  We look forward to her role 
with us in Aladdin.



Cristy Gardner - Cristy is a 
newbie to Brisbane (10 months) 
and is loving it. Her background 
in theater includes productions of 
Childers Choral Society (Mikado, 
Iolanthe) and she was an active 
member of that choir. Cristy’s 
experiences include choreography, 
dance coordinator, volunteer ethnic 
radio presenter and singer.  She was 
recognised for her commitment to 
the arts when she was the recipient 
of the Isis Shire’s Senior Cultural 
Award on Australia Day.

Loretta Donnelly - This 
is Loretta’s second production 
on stage with us and her first 
musical. She was Stage Manager 
for this year’s one-act season and 
for Butterflies are Free. She has been 
involved in theatre for several years, 
mainly in Christchurch, NZ. Other 
pantomimes she has performed in 
are Roger Hall’s Robin Hood and as 
the Prince in his Cinderella.

Linda Hammond - Linda’s 
first show for STG was Annie Get 
Your Gun, followed by Brigadoon, 
Calamity Jane and Call Me Madam.  
She made a brief appearance outside 
her musical comfort zone in the One 
Act Play Careful Rapture earlier this 
year though. Linda is currently STG’s wardrobe convener, one 
of those people no theatre company can manage without, and 
is responsible for most of the costumes in Aladdin.  Outside her 
theatrical hobby, Linda works in the Finance section at Mater 
Hospital.   

Roselie Luafutu - Roselie loves to sing and has been 
singing for as long as she can remember. She enjoys all aspects 
of Theatre and Drama, and aspires one day to be part of a major 
Theatre production. 

Elise Pettigrew - Elise is a 
keen amateur performer, and was 
involved with choral productions 
and amateur theatre for a number 
of years, through school and 
community choirs and the Helen 
O’Grady Drama Academy. This is 
her first theatre production since 
graduating from school, but she is 
looking forward to it being the first 
of many.

Josh Eggins - Apart from his 
experience in school musicals, Josh 
has been performing in a skit show 
with some of his friends for the past 
2 years.  He is very keen to perform 
in a drama and, when school is out, 
hopes to pursue a career in acting.

Andrew Herrmann - 
Andrew is appearing on the brand 
new stage at STG thanks to his 
loving wife who is staying at home 
looking after the children!! He has 
performed at STG in the musicals 
Pajama Game as Hinzie, Annie Get 
your Gun as Frank Butler, and more 
recently in Call Me Madam as a 
politician. His acting ability was 
really extended when he played the 
dastardly Leonard Vole in Agatha 
Christie’s Witness for the Prosecution.   

Jacqui McKell - Jacqui’s experience with STG has been 
quite extensive and spread over the last 8 years.  Her love of 
musicals has seen her cast as Gertie in Oklahoma, Maisie in The 
Boyfriend, a dreamcoat diva in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, a “doo-wup” in Puss In Boots and deviating a little, as 
Francine in Sandgate Theatre’s Sherry Before Six.  Jacqui has also 
excelled in comedy roles in some of STG’s best loved farces.    

Members of the Chorus



The Children

Alison Bird - Alison has been learning classical ballet for seven years. She is also learning jazz and song and dance disciplines.  
She performed in the last two musicals as a dancer at the School she attends. She plays the viola and is a current member of the 
Queensland Youth Orchestra.  We are delighted to have Alison join us for this production.

Olivia Bird - Olivia has been with Let’s Talk Kids from the age of 5 and loves performing.  Having been with the Australian 
Girls Choir for 3 years she auditioned and joined the Queensland Youth Choir – (Stella Voce) this year. She was selected as a finalist, 
to sing a solo – Over the Rainbow at the President’s Trophy 
on the 12th October and won the 11 years and under with 
her performance. She is also with the Fame group and has 
played Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz.  She loves playing the 
piano and composing in her spare time. Being selected to 
join Aladdin is a wonderful experience for her.

Megan Goldsmith – Megan is a typical primary 
school student who enjoys spending time with her friends.  
She has been dancing for many years but is new to the 
theatrical stage. She became interested in theatre at a young 
age after watching the magic of different shows unfold.  We 
welcome Megan to this production of Aladdin. 

Jesse Brooker – At 12 years old, Jesse is a year 6 student 
where he has a keen interest in the arts. He currently studies 
guitar and this year performed in the school musical. Jesse 
also studies dance at Stepping Out Dance Studio learning 
Jazz, Hip Hop and Tap.   This year is his first year for the 
dance concert and he has performed dance at fetes.  He 
is also part of his school’s Showcase at QPAC where he 
performs in the choir.

Stage Manager - Courtney Kiernan 

A Structural Engineer by day, Aladdin is Courtney’s second show with STG and first as Stage Manager.  Courtney grew up being 
involved in dance and music but always wanted to try her hand behind the scenes.  After 8 years away from performing, that chance 
came along when she joined the crew of Call Me Madam.  In what’s left of her spare time, Courtney is studying part-time at UQ and 
enjoys retail therapy.



Behind the Scences
 Stage Manager   Courtney Kiernan
 Set & Lighting Design  Ashley Worsman
 Set Construction  John Mordacz, Ashley Worsman, Mark Zoethout, 
 Scenic Artists   Lesley Davis, Ashley Worsman, Grace Marshall
     John Mordacz, Jenny Marshall, Randall Marshall 
 Costumes                  Linda Hammond 
 Props    Loretta Donnelly, Ian Platell,  Caroline de Hennin, 
     Rob de Hennin
 Music    Carleen Steele
 Choreography   Deirdre Robinson 
 Sound & Lighting  Andrew Herrmann, Steve Norris, Jason Harding
 Stage Crew   Bianca Barrie, Loretta Donnelly, Nastasha Goldsmith, 
     Jacqui McKell and other members of the cast 
 Program   Paul Marshall
 Photography   Kayleen Gibson
 

        And special thanks to all the STG members who work Front of House and Box Office

Your chance to take home a piece of Aladdin!
Are you looking for a special gift for someone young or young at heart? On the closing night 
of Aladdin we will be calling forth from the lamp the names of two lucky people who will be 
taking home one of the scooters ridden by Ping and Pong during the show.

To have a chance to win one of these great prizes all you have to do is buy a ticket during 
intermission or after the show and we will have the Slave of the Lamp place your name 
inside!



November 21 - December 6, 2008
www.stg.org.au


